
French Conjunctions 
 

Coordinating conjunctions join words and groups of words with an equal value. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subordinating conjunctions join dependent (subordinate) clauses to main clauses. 
 

comme as, since 

lorsque when 

puisque since, as 

quand when 

que that 

quoique even though 

si if 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

car  for, because 

donc  so 

ensuite  next 

et  and 

et... et  both... and 

mais  but 

ne... ni... ni  neither... nor 

or  now, yet 

ou  or 

ou bien  or else 

puis  then 

soit... soit  either... or 



French Conjunctive Phrases 

(Note that many of these must be followed by the subjunctive) 

à condition 
que provided that 

afin que so that 

ainsi que just as, so as 

alors que while, 
whereas 

à moins que* unless 

après que after, when 

à supposer 
que 

assuming 
that 

au cas où in case 

avant que* before 

bien que although 

dans 
l'hypothèse 
où 

in the event 
that 

de crainte 
que* for fear that 

de façon que in such a 
way that 

de même que just as 

de peur que* for fear that 

dès que as soon as 

en admettant 
que 

assuming 
that 

en attendant 
que while, until 

encore que even though 

jusqu'à ce 
que   until 

parce que because 

pendant que while 

pour que so that 

pourvu que provided that 

quand bien 
même 

even 
though/if 

quoi que whatever, no 
matter what 

sans que without 

sitôt que as soon as 

supposé que supposing 

tandis que while, 
whereas 

 

* These conjunctions require the ne explétif. 

 


